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“Tradition says that while the infant [Bipracharan] lay on the
grassy plot, a huge cobra came out of a hole and slowly
creeping to the place was seem to spread his hood over the
child for protecting it from the rays of the sun. The mother
and others noticed the remarkable incident. It was in their
judgment an auspecious omea [omen] indicating the child’s

future greatnees & ¢.”
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[4] Remarks by Sir Richard Temple-October 1874."

"Babu Ram Ranjan Chakravarti owns estates which were
visited by distress. he from the first set a good example to the
neighbourhood, expended £1400 on relief works, remitted
£3109 (or 1/10 of his yearly rent) maintained for 4 months a
relief house, where 250 persons were fed daily, subscribed
largely to relief funds and personally as well as through his
efficient manager M. Reed Superintended the dispensation of
the ehaity." '

Statement showing the amount of money spent from time
to time by the Raja Bahadur of public good both in and out of
his district.

Items Amount
Maintenance of Medical Institution ... ... ... 39.616.
Maintenance of Educational Institution ... .. 142,795,
Charity & Public works . .. . . . TAIL4
Donation to Famine Fund ... .. .. .. 11,600
Improvements inAfS v v v o w000

Total.. 277995

[¢¢] Quotation from the report of the University Inspectors
submitted by them to the Syndicate of the Calcutta University
in 1908.°

"[t s very charming to hear of the foundress Rani Padma
Sundari Devi— to whom the idea and the endowment of the
College are entirely due. It s difficult to comprehend, how

Y90

conception of the value of education that was worthly of the
nation-builders of Germany and Japan could have penatrated
behind the purdah of a remote Rajbari in the heart of Bengal
before it had come to be dreamt of by a few of the most
enlightened of the Bengali men as a disant ideal to be aspired
after but never materialised. While the dominant seets were,
generally, still talking about the benefits of higher education
and while her immediate male relatives must have gravely
doubted is slightest utility, the ‘subjected woman actuaily in-
vested her whole property in that education which was to
bring about r erty in that education which was to bring

about the = ion of her country.
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